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Mr. David Simonson 
A s s i s t a n t  Manager f o r  Environmental  Management 
Department of Energy 
P.O. Box 928 
Golden, CO 80402-0928 

Dear Mr. Simonson: 

I r e c e i v e d  your l e t t e r  t o  Robert  S u l l i v a n  about  us ing  b i o l o g i c a l  pest  
c o n t r o l  on noxious weeds on t h e  Rocky F l a t s  P l a n t  S i t e .  . A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t i m e  t h e  Department of A g r i c u l t u r e  has  a c t i v e  programs on a l l  weeds 
species on t h e  l i s t  t h a t  you s e n t  except  f o r  b u l l  t h i s t l e  and S t .  
Johnswort .  We a r e  a l w a y s  seeking  new r e l e a s e  s i t e s  t h a t  a r e  c l o s e l y  
monitored and w i l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d  from pes t ic ide  damage. RFP seems t o  f i t  
t h e s e  c r i t e r i a  very  well. 

An e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e s e  s i t e s  would have t o  b e  made by personnel  from o u r  
s t a f f  b e f o r e  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of b e n e f i c i a l  i n s e c t s  c o u l d  be  made. These 
arrangements  need t o  be made a s  soon as p o s s i b l e  t o  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t h e s e  s p e c i e s  t h i s  s p r i n g .  The fo l lowing  i s  a l i s t  of t h e  
b e n e f i c i a l  organisms p r e s e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  weed species 
you mentioned : 

Canada t h i s t l e  - Ceutorhynchus l i t u r a  - A stem bor ing  weevil. 

D i f f u s e  and Spot ted  knapweed - Urophora a f f i n i s  and - U. 
a u a d i r f a s c i a t a  - g a l l  f o r n i n g  f l i e s  t h a t  reduce seed product ion.  

Husk t h i s t l e  - Rhinocylus conicus - Seed feeding  weevi l  (may 
a l r e a d y  b e  p r e s e n t ) ;  T r i c h o s i r o c a l u s  h o r r i d u s  - Crown feeding  w e e v i l ;  
Cass ida  r u b i g i n o s a  - F o l i a g e  feeding  t o r t o i s e  beetles.  

Russian t h i s t l e  - Coleophora k l i m e s c h i e l l a  - Fol iage  f e e d i n g  
mo t h .  

I f  you would l i k e  t o  become involved i n  any o f  t h e s e  programs, please l e t  
m e  know a t  your e a r l i e s t  convenience.  Thank you f o r  your i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
Colorado Department of A g r i c u l t u r e  B i o l o g i c a l  P e s t  Cont ro l  Programs. 
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